vi                      '   PREFACE TO VOLUME FOUR

Fuller and Mr. Ritchie are convinced, from recollections of their
grandmother as she appeared in old age, that the drawing repro-
duced in Volume One, opposite page 350, cannot be of Mrs.
Thackeray. In the Huntington Library album where the original
is to be found, this portrait is identified as being of "Mrs. W. M.
Thackeray" in a letter of January 23, 1902, from J. M. Shawe,
Warfield, Hampton on Thames, who also states that the drawings
in this album can be vouched for C(by my cousins Mrs. [later Lady]
Ritchie & Mrs. Browne." It is possible, as Mrs. Fuller suggests,
that the drawing in question may actually be of Mary Graham,
though no final conclusion can be reached on the evidence at hand.
I write this preface from London, where a grant from the Gug-
genheim Foundation is enabling me to spend the summer in
bringing together Thackeray's unpublished letters in English col-
lections and in assembling other materials for his biography. A
hasty preliminary survey, which is all that I have as yet had time
to make, promises well for an interesting supplementary volume
of Thackeray's correspondence drawn from holdings in Great
Britain.

GORDON N. RAY
June, 1946.

Hampton Court and cancel note 53; p* 374, note 95, for fifth Earl, read
second Earl; p. 469, note 260, for Charles Elton read Probably Arthur Elton;
p. 530, for hausel, read hansel; p. 705, text and note 157, for St. Britins read
St. Britius; p, 740, for D[obbins] read D[obson]; p. 826, note 164, for De-
cember, 1851 read January, 1852.

In Volume Three: p. 68, note 95, for Henry Thurstan read Henry Thurs-
tan Holland; p. 360, the correct date for Letter 1040 is 26 March 1855.